
Foss Park District 

Committee Meeting Minutes  

May 20, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER Commissioner Wyatt called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

ROLL CALL    

Board members present:  Commissioner Carmecia Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnny Johnson, Commissioner 

Donna King, Commissioner Kingston Neal and Commissioner Vance Wyatt 

Board members absent:  none 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

1.  Planning Resources, Inc.: master plan updates – on hold. 
2.  2026/27 fiscal budget:  Mr.  Haqq presented a summary of the proposed budget.  Commissioner Wyatt 
stated the budget can be approved with adjustments. 
3.  Seven Utility Management Consultants:  Mr. Haqq presented a summary of natural gas pricing.  
Commissioner Johnson asked about the difference in pricing and Commissioner Wyatt suggested locking in a 
rate due to everything increasing. 
4.  Air monitor:  See below. 
5.  All Around Amusements:  Commissioner King presented contract for carnival in June 4-7, 2026 and stated 
the company will give 25% of the profits and pay for the fence to enclose the carnival.  She continued the only 
items the Foss Park District would be responsible for is a dumpster, potable water and garbage bags.  Mr. 
Bregman stated that discussions were had with the City.  Commissioner Johnson questioned the timing of the 
carnival and feels the entire Board should have had discussion.  Commissioner Hawthorn stated that last year 
the Board was made aware about the carnival in advance, she questioned the pricing of the food and 
wristbands and that the owner is not present to answer questions.  Commissioner Neal stated there is already 
an event planned for that weekend, the Foss Park District does not need to be fit in to someone’s schedule 
and questioned how the receipts will be accounted for.  Commissioner King stated the prices for wristbands 
and food can be negotiated and Signal Security can provide security.  Board determined a Special Meeting 
needs to be called for discussion and approval. 

Air monitor:  Ms. Tzippy Horowitz of the Sierra Club presented information on placing an air monitor in Foss 
Park to monitor the quality of the air near Abbvie with data being made available for pollution rates.  
Commissioner Johnson asked the size of the monitor and the charge, he also stated it is a good idea.  Ms. 
Horowitz responded it is a small unit that and there is no charge.  Commissioner Hawthorn asked what the 
solutions were if the air was bad and Ms. Horowitz stated reports will be forwarded to the Illinois EPA. 
 

COMMITTEE/STAFF REPORTS 
1.  Business Office 
a. Director report:  Ms. Cowart report:  Ms. Cowart reviewed submitted written report. 
Commissioner Johnson left the room at 6:55 pm and returned at 6:56 pm.   

b. Business Manager report:  Mr. Haqq report:  Mr. Haqq reviewed report from above. 

2.  Parks 
a.  Superintendent of Grounds:  Mr. Winter report:  Mr. Winter reported parks are ready to open.  
Commissioner Neal asked if portable toilets were in the park.  Commissioner Hawthorn stated the units 
needed to be updated and cleaned, the volleyball net needs to be put in the sand, the construction horses 
need to be moved, the tables spread out and different garbage cans at Foss Park. 



3.  Golf 
a.  Manager/Golf Pro report:  Mr. Monroe report:  Mr. Monroe reported that the GPS units are working on the 
carts, furniture is put together, the Clubhouse is open 7 days a week from 5:30 am to 8 pm, the women’s clinic 
is on Monday evenings, the men’s clinic is on Friday evenings, both in June, and an 8 week golf camp will begin 
in June.  Commissioner Hawthorn asked about the simulator and Mr. Monroe confirmed that is a winter 
activity. 

4.  Recreation 
a.  Superintendent of Recreation:  Recreation report: Mr. Bregman reported the Athletic Manager position is 
filled, the Recreation Department will partner with Lake County Workforce Development again this summer 
and he continues to work on the Blue Flag program.  Commissioner Hawthorn asked movies in the park be 
scheduled and Commissioner Wyatt asked flyers be shared with the Board. 

4.  Facilities 
a.  Facilities Manager:  Facilities report:  Mr. Grady reported he is looking over the staffing needs of the 
department and is grateful for the opportunity.  Commissioner Hawthorn asked to ensure the front area of the 
Community Recreation Center is clean. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS   

Citizen commented she was looking for information on things for her grandchildren to do and was directed to 

Mr. Bregman. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 

specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 

complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 

determine its validity 

Commissioner King motions to move to Executive Session.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None         MOTION CARRIES at 7:26 pm 

Committee Meeting resumes at 8:32 pm. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Wyatt stands the meeting adjourned with no objections at 8:32 pm. 

This record is not verbatim. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kari Cowart, Board Secretary 

 

 

 

 



Foss Park District 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner Wyatt called the meeting to order at 8:33 pm. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Board members present:  Commissioner Carmecia Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnny Johnson, Commissioner 

Donna King, Commissioner Kingston Neal and Commissioner Vance Wyatt 

Board members absent:  None 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE waived as recited in the Committee Meeting 

1.  MINUTES:  Commissioner King motions to approve Committee Meeting, Executive Session and Regular Meeting 

(04/15/2026) and Special Meeting (05/11/2026).  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn.  

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None           MOTION CARRIES 

2.  COMMISSIONER REPORTS: 

FINANCE:  COMMISSIONER WYATT:  as presented in the Committee Meeting. 

GOLF:  COMMISSIONER JOHNSON:  as presented in the Committee Meeting. 

PARKS:  COMMISSIONER HAWTHORN:  as presented in Committee Meeting. 

RECREATION:  COMMISSIONER KING:  as presented in the Committee Meeting. 

Commissioner King motions to approve Commissioner Reports as presented in Committee Meeting.  Second by 

Commissioner Hawthorn. 

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None           MOTION CARRIES 

3.  BILLS: Commissioner King motions to approve monthly bills:  invoices paid (04/10/2026-05/14/2026):  $258,132.68, 

invoices due $121,336.44, invoices to be paid by credit card at approximate $8,839.77and first of the month bills (June) 

– approximate:   $17,717.64 as presented.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None           MOTION CARRIES 

 

 



4.  PAYROLL: Commissioner King motions to approve monthly payroll of $65,167.24 as presented.  Second by 

Commissioner Hawthorn. 

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 

5.  PETTY CASH REPORTS:   

6.  FINANCE REPORTS: Commissioner King motions to approve finance reports and Commissioner reports as 

presented.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 

Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 

Commissioner Wyatt 

Nay:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Absent:  None           MOTION CARRIES 

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

             1.     Approval:  Crown Castle Lease (April 2026) 

              Commissioner King motions to postpone Crown Castle Lease.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn.                                         

             Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and  

             Commissioner Wyatt                

             Nay:  None 

             Abstain:  None 

             Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 

8. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
1.     Approval:  2026/27 budget as presented 
Commissioner King motions to approve 2026/27 budget with discussed adjustments.  Second by 
Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Present:  Commissioner Johnson 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 
 
2.     Approval:  payment of interest on Bond Series 2021B in amount of $56,850.00  due June 15, 2026 
Commissioner King motions to approve payment of interest on Bond Series 2021B in amount of $56,850.00  
due June 15, 2026.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 
Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 

 



3.     Approval:  Seven Utility Management Consultants: natural gas pricing  
Commissioner King motions to approve Seven Utility Management Consultants: natural gas pricing with IGS for 
36 months at .4990 per TH.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 
Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 

 
4.     Approval:  attendance for Commissioners and staff at NRPA Conference in Philadelphia, PA  September 
27-October 2, 2026 at an approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee 
Commissioner King motions to approve attendance for Commissioners and staff at NRPA Conference in 
Philadelphia, PA  September 27-October 2, 2026 at an approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee, attendance 
for Commissioners for ASBPA National Coastal Conference in Atlantic City, NJ October 4-9, 2026 at an 
approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee and attendance for Commissioners at Greater & Greener 2026 City 
Parks Alliance in Austin, TX  June 12-17, 2026 at an approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee .  Second by 
Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Commissioner Johnson asked why all three items are together.  Commissioner Wyatt stated the Greater 
Greener is every other year. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson (to NRPA), Commissioner King, Commissioner 
Neal, and Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  Commissioner Johnson (ASBPA and Greater Greener) 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 
 
5.     Approval: attendance for Commissioners for ASBPA National Coastal Conference in Atlantic City, NJ 
October 4-9, 2026 at an approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee 
*see above  
 
6.     Approval: attendance for Commissioners at Greater & Greener 2026 City Parks Alliance in Austin, TX  
June 12-17, 2026 at an approximate cost of $3,000 per attendee 
*see above  

 
7.     Approval:  possible action from Executive Session (employee wage increase) 
Commissioner King motions to approve possible action from Executive Session (employee wage increase).  
Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Present:  Commissioner Johnson 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.     Approval:  Air monitor 
Commissioner King motions to approve air monitor installation at Foss Park and other locations with the Sierra 
Club.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 
Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 
 
9.     Approval:  All Around Amusements 
Commissioner King motions to postpone All Around Amusements.  Second by Commissioner Hawthorn. 
Aye:  Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal, and 
Commissioner Wyatt 
Nay:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None          MOTION CARRIES 
 

9. CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
None 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT:  
Commissioner Wyatt stands the meeting adjourned with no objections at 8:41 pm. 
 
 
This record is not verbatim. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Kari Cowart, Board Secretary 


