Foss Park District
Special Meeting June 10, 2026

Call to order: Commissioner Wyatt calls the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:

Board members present: Commissioner Carmecia Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnny Johnson, Commissioner
Donna King, Commissioner Kingston Neal and Commissioner Vance Wyatt

Board members absent: none

Pledge of Allegiance

Discussion
1. Mural wording discussion

Ms. Selma Ismail of the Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office (Gun Violence Prevention Initiative) spoke
regarding the mural project and requested the Board voted to only put the proposed quote, with the author
credited, on the mural.

Commissioner Hawthorn indicated she wanted the phrase “excelling to the future” added at the top of the
mural at a previous meeting as a way to promote positivity, pride and unity in the community. Commissioner
King added the quote need to have the poetess name added for credit. Commissioner Johnson stated he had
no issue with adding the extra phase and Commissioner Neal agreed. Ms. Ismail added the mural is meant to
be uplifting as well as reflective. She added that her division will speak with the artist to incorporate the
additional phrase.

Citizens Comments
None

Executive Session

5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of
specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a
complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to
determine its validity

Commissioner King motions to move to Executive Session. Second by Commissioner Johnson.

Aye: Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal and
Commissioner Wyatt

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None MOTION CARRIES at 6:31 PM

Commissioner Wyatt resumes Special Meeting at 7:20 PM

Business

1. Approval: Mural wording

Commissioner Neal motions to approve Mural wording with addition of “EXCELLING TO THE FUTURE” and
poetess Amanda Gorman credited for original quote as discussed in Committee Meeting. Second by
Commissioner Hawthorn.

Aye: Commissioner Hawthorn, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner King, Commissioner Neal and
Commissioner Wyatt

Nay: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None MOTION CARRIES



2. Approval: Possible action from Executive Session
No action taken.

Adjournment:
Commissioner Wyatt stands the meeting adjourned with no objections at 7:22 PM.

This record is not verbatim.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kari Cowart, Board Secretary



